École Crescent Park Elementary School –
Parents’ Advisory Council Meeting
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, June 6, 2016
In attendance:

Jackie Vuilleumier
Katherine Botelho
Erin Mazza
Laura Langton
Pam Robertson
Mr. David A’Bear

President
Vice-President
Co-Treasurer
Co-Treasurer
Secretary
Principal

Lucila Saito
Jiong Sun
Kathy Matty
Hilary Gottschalk

Tanya Denman
Heather Seabrook
Theresa Ackles

Special Guest: Tybie Elenko, Gifted/Challenge Teacher for Surrey School District

1. Welcome
Meeting commenced at 7:05 p.m. PAC president Jackie V. welcomed everyone and
introductions were made around the table.

2. Minutes from the May 2016 meeting
Motion was made by Laura L. to approve the minutes from the May 2016 meeting, seconded by
Katherine B., motion passed.

3. Principal’s Report
The Annex / Challenge Programming
At the beginning of the year, the multiage classroom at the Annex had a total of 11 students.
This was not enough students for a classroom so the students were moved up to the main
building. Over this past year, I worked with an Annex parent committee and various district
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personnel to see how we could revitalize the multiage experience for the 2016/17 school year.
This journey included:
• A shift from a 1/2/3 classroom to a K/1/2
• An early learning program for 3 & 4 year olds. The intention was to build interest at a
young age in the Annex where students could then begin Kindergarten at the Annex.
• Information provided to other schools in our area, the library, coffee houses, daycare
and Ocean Park/Crescent Park Social Media to let them know about the Early Learning
program and the upcoming multiage opportunity for the 2016/17 school year.
• Three info sessions – 2 sessions in the evening and one session during the day. There
was a total of 16 families that attended the info sessions total.
An expression of interest was then sent out to all interested families by me. In total we had 5 K
students and 5 grade 1 students. As a result of the low numbers, I have looked at other ways
that the Annex could be used. Moving forward, the Annex will continue to house an Early
Learning program for 3 & 4 year olds, upon approval by the school district. I also welcome the
District Challenge Teacher, Tybie Elenko, to share with you the opportunity that we will be
providing students:
Makerspace and Blended Learning Challenge Site
Crescent Park Annex
Gifted Education will be implementing an additional Challenge Site at Crescent Park Annex in
September 2016. The focus of this site will be to engage, enrich and extend learning for students
and for teachers.
This site will provide the following:
a. ENGAGEMENT - Access for students, teachers and classes to attend workshops to further
delve into inquiry and STEAM-based instruction. One to two day workshops will be offered
regularly throughout the year.
b. ENRICHMENT - Implementation of Blended Learning will be available for students.
Students will be able to stay at their own school and receive online weekly support to promote
depth and complexity in their area of passion.
c. EXTENSION - Support will be provided for teachers and students to continue the quest to
invent, play and learn in a Makerspace Environment.
The Crescent Park Annex Challenge Site will operate 2 ½ days per week. Information regarding
workshops and opportunities will be sent to schools throughout the 2016-17 school year.

In discussion, Tybie Elenko explained that focusing challenge education on just the types of
classes that high-ability kids get into (like a MACC class) doesn’t reach a broad enough spectrum
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of kids in the school system who would thrive with more specialized learning opportunities, and
that includes kids in all classrooms. The shift in the learning model is to what’s called
kinesthenic learning (learning through doing/physical activity). For instance, we’ve seen
successes in bringing tools like maker space materials into all types of classrooms, and how
many kids respond well to that. The goal would be to tap into the potential of all sorts of kids,
with all sorts of gifts and particular abilities. The program would be focused on K-7 students,
District-wide.
• Parents at the meeting showed good support for this idea as a way of extending
principles of individualized education and kinesthenic learning, and enabling all sorts of
students to work towards their potential in an environment that is suited to their
different strengths.
• After Tybie Elenko finished her presentation, David A’Bear added an example of how
STEM learning is being promoted in our school. A company called Hockey Scholar
(https://everfi.com/k12/hockeyscholar/) does presentations involving hockey that align
with STEM learning goals, such as using various ages of hockey equipment and studying
the effect of use on them over time. They have been booked and kids in grades 5, 6 and
7 will get to work with the group.
Water Fountains
As mentioned in previous communication provided to parents, our water fountains were
tested. The results of the tests showed levels of lead and copper in the stagnant water were
above guidelines. Once the water had been flushed, the levels decreased to within the
guidelines defined by the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality and the British
Columbia Drinking Water Guideline.
Procedures moving forward:
As part of my opening procedures, I complete a walk of the building, playground and fields to
ensure that the area is safe for students and staff. Moving forward, I will be flushing the water
each morning at these two water fountains until the water runs cold to remove the stagnant
water. Flushing procedures each day will also be recorded. Mary Campbell, District Health &
Safety manager, was not able to attend our meeting to address any parent questions. However,
the district is working with Fraser Health to provide communication to address parent concerns.
Multicultural Day – May 27th
Our Multicultural Day was a huge success. Thank you to the parents for all the wonderful food
and for facilitating student workshops. We look forward to next year and we already have some
parents who have expressed interest in helping next year.
Track & Field
Congratulations to the track team for coming in first place at the District Track meet with a
score of 461 points. Crescent Park Tykes came in third in their division and the Pee Wees and
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the Bantams both finished first in their divisions. There were many things to cheer about, many
highlights – as our athletes worked very hard in each event and race (on a very hot day
indeed!). Especially inspiring was Avery Ratcliffe who beat a District shot put record! Avery put
the shot 10.33 metres, passing the old record set in 2002 by .31 of a metre. Way to go Avery!
A big "thank you" to the parent volunteers who helped coach (Mrs. Botelho, Mrs. Gottschalk,
and Mrs. Linklater) and all the parents who helped at the mini meets and the District meet.
Thank you for driving, handing out ribbons, running events, assisting athletes, and
scorekeeping! Also a big "thank you" to Mr. D, our tireless track coach who put in endless hours
coaching and ran all the mini meets as well as all the District track meets. Thank you to our
teacher coaches: Mr. Henderson, Mrs. Spoor, Mrs. Huxtable, Mrs. Boechler, Mrs. Gray, Mrs.
Brown, Mrs. Fisher, and Mrs. Bonn. Way to go Crescent Park!
Talent Show
The talent show is scheduled for June 7th at 9am. The criteria for the talent show went home
last week and will also be posted on the school website.
Fun Fair
A huge thank you to Erin Mazza, Heather Seabrook and all Fun Fair committee members for a
wonderful Fun Fair day once again.
Staff Appreciation Luncheon
Thank you Dione Costanzo and all parents for the wonderful feast and flowers. Staff were very
thankful and very full!
Community Garden
Our school has two plots in the Crescent Park Community Garden. Ms. Hildebrand’s class will be
planting seeds in one planter to get it started and EcoPatrol students will be working with some
parents on the other.
Stream of Dreams Grant
We were successful in receiving a grant to refurbish our Stream of Dreams fence that is
displayed along the front of our school. All students will be painting fish and learning how to
protect our waters during the first week of school in the new school year. In the meantime, we
are required to take down the old fish during the summer. I am looking for some parent helpers
the last couple weeks of August to help take down the old art display. Please contact me at
abear_d@surreyschools.ca if you can assist.
Sports Day
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Sports Day is on Friday, June 10th. Grade 7 students will once again be leading the stations and
will be split into two groups so that they also get to participate in their last Sports Day. I am
looking for some parent supervisors. Please contact me if you can assist.
May Planning Day
Our staff (new and present members) continued to unwrap the new curriculum in order to
begin implementation in September. All teachers experienced a variety of activities including
Authentic Story making, STEM activities and numeracy activities. Teachers then created lessons
based on their experience and had discussion on how to assess the activities and how to
communicate student learning. As we move into next year, we will have an information evening
for parents on the New Curriculum as we did this year on Communicating Student Learning.
Hockey Scholars
All grade 5/6/7 students will be participating in STEM activities on Thursday, June 9th. This is a
hands-on learning opportunity that involves Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.
Social Media
Surrey Safe School will be facilitating a social media workshop for all intermediate students on
Wednesday, June 8th.
School Calendar for 2016/17
The 2016/17 school calendar dates were provided in the May newsletter. Please note that
there will be changes to early dismissal dates this coming year. Parent/Teacher conferences will
also shift from end of term to Parent/Teacher/Student conferences halfway through each term
in order to support the shifts from reporting to Communicating Student Learning.
Dates to Remember:
June 7th – Talent Show
June 8th – Intermediate Social Media presentation
June 10th – Sports Day
June 15th to 17th – grade 7 students at Camp Potlatch
June 22nd – Grade 7 leaving ceremony at 1:00 pm
June 23rd – Year-End assembly at 9:00 am

4. Treasurer’s Report
Erin M. presented the monthly treasurer’s report:
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One note from Erin:
- As discussed at the previous meeting, some of the gaming account funds have been allocated
to cover the gymnastics and education workshops but we still have about $600 left. There is
unspentt money in the art supplies budget so if around $425 or so could be used up in prepre
ordering art supplies for nextt year
year’s art club that would be great. (The
The Ministry doesn’t like us
carrying over more than a couple hundred.
hundred.)
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Erin then went through the budget sheet briefly and noted how our fundraisers have done
particularly well this year, not only our established events but the new ones we have added like
selling Surrey Eagles tickets and hosting movie nights. In general, we are in great shape for next
year so looking forward we will want to start thinking about what to do with that money. Erin
suggested that June timing might work well for putting some funds (e.g. $15K) into a GIC, and
will check with the bank to see if it would be worth doing.
Erin asked after any outstanding costs that need to be covered in June that aren’t already
budgeted. Mr. A’Bear mentioned that the bannock from Multicultural Day still had to be paid
for, but that had been assumed to be a school expense. As the PAC has a bit of extra money in
the educational budget, Erin made a motion that the PAC cover the cost, which was
approximately $400. Seconded by Hilary G. and Kathy M. Motion passed.
The latest budget sheet appears at the end of these minutes.

5. Election of the PAC executive for 2016–17
The following nominees were elected to take on (or continue in) PAC executive positions for
next year:
President: Katherine Botelho
Co-Treasurer: Laura Langton
Secretary: Erin Mazza
Jackie Vuilleumier will serve on the PAC exec as past president for one year. We do have
parents interested in serving as co-treasurer, but just need to confirm everyone’s availability, so
that position will be filled by the fall. Pam R. will contact the parent(s) who expressed interest.
We could also add a vice-president position if a volunteer was interested.

6. Sports Day
Sports Day is coming up June 10. Students will be travelling the circuit with their classes and
there will be a 15 minute break for snack and waters. Hilary G. and Pam R. are getting the
apples and the waters and will get them bagged for the classes to pick up from us. There will be
sharpies for the kids to label their water bottles.
• One parent asked about the pizza lunch we are providing via the hot lunch team – in the
past, it was used as an incentive for kids to return to the school instead of heading home
midday. Now that there is pizza and more afternoon events scheduled, the pizza lunch
might not be needed anymore, and it does have a significant cost. After discussion it
was decided that we have committed to it for this year but we can look at the question
prior to next year’s sports day.
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•

Pam noted that after we had ordered the apples we heard from the former school
parent who used to donate the apples, who said that she would be happy to donate
again in the future as a member of the community. Next year we can contact her
through Theresa A. and make that request.

7. Year-End Report and Activities
Pam R. gave a quick read-through of the year-end summary of the PAC’s activities that we now
have in our bylaws as a way to recap our year for school parents. It is included at the end of
these minutes.
At the mention of the learning resources kit, which was a major PAC purchase this year, Mr.
A’Bear noted that the school recently reviewed what has happened over the year in terms of its
reading goal. The school has just finished reading assessments for the year and they are
fantastic. There are many stories of individual kids whose reading has improved significantly
since starting to use the reading intervention kit, even up to two grade levels of difference.
Katherine B. asked about writing, which was also a goal in the plan developed by the school
planning council (which no longer exists in schools). Mr. A’Bear explained that when that was in
the plan two years ago, it was difficult to implement as it was hard to find a way to assess it. So
the shift was made at that time to enquiry as a focus.
Jackie V. brought up our plans for year-end gifts for departing teachers. Mr. A’Bear confirmed
that we wouldn’t know for sure for another week. Jackie V. said she would handle the gifts for
departing teachers. Hilary G. will find out what maternity gift Mrs. Friesen would appreciate.
Erin will handle a gift for Garth, the crossing guard. The gifts will be presented at the year-end
assembly on the last day of school.

7. Other Business / Open Floor
•

•

Kathy M. mentioned the continuing difficulties with using Freshgrade, with so many
update alerts and then not being able to find the new content. Mr. A’Bear confirmed
that a lot of bugs still need to be worked out with the Freshgrade system; there are
currently changes in the works at the District level, after which he hopes to begin
querying how it is functioning at various levels.
Hilary G. suggested that in light of our recent successes we could consider other
fundraisers next year. One idea would be selling Krispy Kreme doughnuts. Mr. A’Bear
mentioned that other schools have had good success with Mabel’s Labels.

Motion to adjourn made at 8:50 p.m. by Katherine B. and seconded by Erin M., motion passed.
Minutes recorded by PAC secretary Pam R. Note: these minutes are posted for early reference
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but will not be adopted until the next meeting. Our next meeting will be in September. [budget
sheet follows this page, as does the secretary’s year-end report]
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Summary of CPPAC Activities for 2015–16
by Pam Robertson, Secretary
June 6, 2016
According to the revised CPPAC Constitution and Bylaws adopted in June 2015, the PAC
secretary is to submit an annual summary of PAC activities and accomplishments at the annual
general meeting, which is held in June.

School Programs
Annual school funds supplied by PAC, on a per student and per classroom basis, including
classroom funds, field trip expenses, teachers’ discretionary funds, emergency supplies for our
container, sports programs, and fine arts performances, and base funds for the school’s PE, music
and fine arts programs, and technology. There were also ongoing purchases of new technology,
classroom items, sports equipment, and art and music related supplies based on requests from the
school. One major purchase this year was a new learning resources kit to support reading.
New funding commitments for 2015–16 included supporting the major intermediate field trip to
the Richmond Oval that kicked off the year, commissioning an additional school mural for the
gym for the fall, and continuing our purchases to support the new Learning Commons (as
committed to previously).

Major Programs & Fundraising
A significant change at the start of the year was the unveiling of the PAC’s new website, which
is a repository of information about the PAC’s activities, roles and events, and the related and
ongoing development of the PAC’s weekly newsletter.
The annual Spring Fling parents’ night out, our school’s primary fundraiser event, was held in
April at the Legion Hall. Between the silent and live auctions, ticket sales, classroom art sales,
etc., plus a newly added raffle of Westjest tickets and a cheque-writing campaign among school
parents in advance of the Fling, the event raised more than $22,000.
Our hot lunch program, which runs in two sessions (Oct.–Jan. and Feb.–Jun.) on Wednesdays, is
one of the PAC’s main commitments at the school. It is not primarily undertaken as a fundraiser,
but does make money each year, and this year has brought in roughly $15,000. The hot lunch
team also usually arranges for pizza to be available at lunchtime on Sports Day, and will do so
again this year.
We also continued our Spirit Wear program, selling school shirts and pullover hoodies, once in
the fall and again in the spring. This year the clothing selections were broadened to include wetdry shorts and shirts in the spring, along with the regular t-shirts. The PAC also provided a
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Crescent Park cinch bag to all students at the start of the school year. The Spirit Wear program is
not primarily a fundraiser but did earn more than $2,000 this year.
The Fun Fair, always held the first Saturday in June, was a great success this year, with terrific
weather and the usual assortment of fun activities and treats. The Fun Fair is also not designated
as a fundraiser, but usually does bring in some income, and this year raised about $3,500.
We did not hold a family portrait night before Christmas, as we have in previous years. But we
did add other fundraisers, including two movie nights (which brought in a combined $2,500) and
sales of Surrey Eagles tickets ($700).

Other Social/Community Events
Beyond directly supporting kids and teachers within the school, one of the PAC’s main goals is
to serve the broader school community by hosting and/or supporting events that bring people
together. Among this year’s events:
•
•

•
•

•

Our back to school coffee was held on the first day of school in the gym, while students
were in classes for one hour.
Our welcome for new parents was held in the library September 22, and was greatly
appreciated by those who attended. The get-together is intended as an info session and
a chance for new families to meet other parents at the school.
Meet the Teacher / Back to School BBQ Night was held September 24, with the new
addition of hiring Beast and Brine to take care of the barbecuing.
Once again Crescent Park coordinated with our sister school in North Surrey to support
families in need at Christmastime. The PAC helped to provide hampers of gifts for a
number of that school’s families this year.
The school’s bingo night is a fundraiser for the grade 7 class, and is run by grade 7
parents, but the PAC always helps the organizers. It was held in late February.

Education Programs and Other Events
This year’s student education programs included the Lunar New Year Celebration held in late
February, and the iGirl and iGuy afterschool workshops. Parents were also very involved in and
supportive of the school’s Multicultural Day, held in May.
The PAC also will be helping support the grade 7 grad (funding decorations, etc.), and sports day
(water and snacks).
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